COLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL

At the Annual General Meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 25th May 2004 there were present: -


Councillors
Mrs C Allaway-Martin




D J Atherley




Mrs J Baynham




C T Elsmore




C P Kay




A M Lacey




C Lusty




Mrs J A Marrott




Mrs S Merrikin




N W Penny




R D Phelps

J A Shaw

M T Weston




Professor A Bensted – District Councillor




P C Rob Dix – Gloucestershire Constabulary 

Councillor M Lacey thanked all the members and staff for their support over the last year and apologised for having to leave the meeting early. 

37.
ELECTION OF MAYOR FOR THE ENSUING YEAR

Councillor Mrs J Marrott was nominated by Councillor D Atherley and seconded by Councillor J Shaw.

Councillor M Weston was nominated by Councillor Mrs S Merrikin and seconded by Councillor R Phelps.

Having been put to the vote Councillor Mrs J Marrott was elected.  Councillor M Lacey stood down from the elections and presented his Chain of Office to the newly elected Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott.  The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott presented Councillor M Lacey with a Past Mayor badge and noted that Councillor Lacey was the third Past Mayor of Coleford.

38.
ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR FOR THE ENSUING YEAR

Councillor M Weston was nominated by Councillor D Atherley and seconded by Councillor M Lacey.


Councillor C Lusty was nominated by Councillor C Elsmore.

There being no second for Councillor C Lusty’s nomination, Councillor M Weston was elected.

Deputy Mayor, Councillor M Weston was presented with his badge of office by the Mayor, Councillor Mrs Janet Marrott.

APOLOGIES were received from County Councillor P Chamberlain.

The minutes of the last meeting of the Council held on 27th April 2004 having been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as correct. 

Proposed Councillor M Lacey
Seconded Councillor C Lusty

Councillor Mrs J Baynham referred to minute no. 28 and advised that she had been unable to attend.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – There were no declarations of interest.

MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES NOT SHOWN ON THE AGENDA

39 (a)
MILE END CEMETERY – UPDATE

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott asked Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin to update members on the charges.

Councillor Mrs Allaway-Martin informed members that the meeting with the other contributing Parishes and the District Council had been well attended.  The District Council officers had presented a list of projections which showed that a rise in the charges for burials was required to enable the contributions from the Parishes to be reduced.

FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL RE CHARGES 2003/4

Councillor M Lacey referred to the high labour and management costs included in the recent invoice for the charges for 2003/4.

Deputy Mayor, Councillor M Weston advised that this was the first time a large administration charge had been identified.

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott suggested that a full breakdown of the management and supervision element of the charges be sought from the District Council.

Councillor M Lacey left the meeting at 8.15pm.        

COLEFORD CEMETERY – NEW CHARGES

Notification of increased charges for work had been received from Ernest Heal & Sons.

Councillor C Elsmore stated that Ernest Heal & Sons had always carried out their services to the satisfaction of the Council and that the Council needed to increase their own charges to cover costs of burials.

Councillor D Atherley proposed the acceptance of increased charges from Ernest Heal & Sons.  The proposal was seconded by Councillor P Kay and unanimously agreed by members.

POLICE UPDATE

P C Rob Dix said that he hoped to be able to attend meetings in the future and thanked the former Mayor, Councillor M Lacey for working with the Police during his term of office.

Councillor D Atherley noted that at the Police Consultative Committee meeting it had been stated that Inspector Vestey was looking into the Police attending Town and Parish meetings.  

39 (b)
COMMEMORATIONS 60th ANNIVERSARY D DAY LANDINGS - UPDATE



The arrangements for the day were well in hand with responses received for groups indicating a parade of approximately 200 people.  The layout of the Order of Service was progressing.

39 (c)
TOWN COUNCIL WEB-SITE – UPDATE


Due to a meeting being cancelled the update had to be carried forward to next month.

SPECIAL AGENDA ITEMS

40.
TOWN COUNCIL NEWSLETTER – APPROVAL OF DRAFT COPY

The draft newsletter was circulated.  Final adjustments were required and a front-page article from the new Mayor.

Councillor P Kay queried why the public were excluded from the Budget meeting.

Deputy Mayor, Councillor M Weston proposed that this meeting be open to the public and the proposal was seconded by Councillor N Penny and unanimously agreed by all members.

41.
BT TELEPHONE BOXES – REMOVAL OF BOXES SCOWLES/WHITECLIFF



Scowles – This telephone box had been removed by BT at the request of the police following vandalism and theft of monies.  BT had written to advise of the removal.


Councillor Mrs S Merrikin expressed disappointment at the removal of this box and the proposed removal at Whitecliff as mobile signals are not always available in the area.  Councillor P Kay agreed that many areas of the Forest are unable to receive mobile phone signals and whilst there are few houses in the area the Forest was a high tourist area.


Proposed removal of box at Whitecliff


Notification had been received that BT proposed to remove this public telephone box due to lack of use.


Councillor D Atherley stated that using BT’s criteria re usage most of the public telephone boxes in the Forest would soon be lost.


Councillor J Shaw expressed concerns that when domestic phone users loose their service removal of the local phone box would leave the elderly vulnerable and no telephone for emergency use.  Telephone boxes in rural areas should provide a social service.


The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott suggested that the District Council and the tri-service be asked to support the Council in its objections to the removal of these and similarly placed boxes.

The clerk was instructed to write to both the District Council and the tri-service asking for their support in the issue. 

42.
ROSPA SAFETY REPORT – Stepbridge Play Area

The annual safety report had been received which showed that no urgent work needed to be carried out and that the risk assessment showed only low risks at the play area. 

43.
CEMETERY COSTS - FODDC CHARGES 2003/4





   - NEW CHARGES ERNEST HEAL & SONS 2004/5

This item was discussed under minute number 39 (a) .

44.
PLANS

The minutes of the Planning Meeting held on 11th May having been previously circulated were accepted as a true record and recommendations agreed accordingly.

Proposed Councillor C P Kay 
Seconded Councillor C T Elsmore

Extreme concern was expressed at the temporary closure of Plump Hill for roadworks and traffic being diverted onto the A48 through Cinderford and Littledean.

Members instructed the clerk to arrange an urgent meeting with the parishes affected and the County Council to discuss the issues arising from the proposed road closure.

Consultation on Planning Application

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended)

Applicant:


Tarmac Ltd

Agent:


Tarmac Western Ltd, FAO Mr M Lawer, PO Box 1, 

Kington, Herefordshire.    HR5 3LQ

Application No:


DF.1650/X

Proposal:


Additional use of land over part of Stowfield Quarry to 

enable the establishment of an aggregates recycling facility.

Location:


Stowfield Quarry, Scowles Pitch, Coleford.

OBSERVATIONS:

*
*Following a short discussion members decided that a special meeting of the Planning Committee be arranged for the 26th May to discuss this application more fully.

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

Gloucestershire County Council

(Forest of Dean District – Parishes of West Dean & Coleford)

Temporary Road Closures

Road Numbers B4234 New Road & 3/16 Yorkley Road

Order 2004

Closure dates 26th July to 30th July

Appeal By:


Mr M Beale

Site:



Land at Woodgate Road, Mile End, Coleford, Glos.

Development:


Outline application for the erection of a dwelling

Planning Inspectorate Ref:
APP/P1615/A/04/1149283     Room No: 3/07 Kite Wing

Starting Date:


5th May 2004

Applicant


Proposals


Recommendations

DF11182/A (P0420/04/FUL)
Revised Plans


No objections.

25 Worcester Walk

Alterations and extensions to

Broadwell


to dwelling to create an annexe

Coleford

DF12932 (P0605/04/FUL)
Revised Plans


No objections.

15 Bixhead Walk


Alterations and erection of a two 

Broadwell


storey extension (Demolition of 

Coleford



single storey buildings).





Erection of a detached private 





car garage.  Construction of new





vehicular access.

DF12933 (P0606/04/OUT)
Revised Plans


No objections.

15 Bixhead Walk


Erection of one dwelling.

Broadwell


Construction of new 

Coleford



vehicular access.

DF3409/B (P0737/04/FUL)
Alterations and extensions

No objections.

Oakleaves


to dwelling.

Gorsty Knoll

Milkwall

Coleford

DF2069/Y (P0675/04/FUL)
Erection of a


No objections.

8 Foxglove Way


conservatory.

Milkwall

Coleford

DF7877/D (P0748/04/FUL)
Erection of a single

No objections.

Scowles Farm


storey extension to

Scowles Road


to existing dwelling.

Scowles

Coleford

DF11330/B (P0796/04/FUL)
Erection of a dormer

No objections.

Garden of Hill Top

bungalow with 

Tufthorn Road


detached private car

Milkwall


garage.

Coleford

DF2448/A (P0793/04/FUL)
Erection of a 


No objections.

October Cottage


replacement garage.

Lower Palmers Flat



Coalway

Coleford

DF12388/A (P0817/04/FUL)
Erection of eight dwellings 
Objections due to inadequate

Land at Station Road

together with associated

parking arrangements for size of

Milkwall


garaging/parking facilities.

properties.

Coleford



Alteration to vehicular access.
Coleford Town Council wishes to





(Revised scheme for part of site
draw to the attention of the 





granted permission under 

Planners the inadequate health and





DF12388).


education facilities in Coleford.


CORRESPONDENCE

45.
ARRIVA TRAINS – NEW TIMETABLES


Members noted timetables were available in the office.


46.
GAPTC – MAY NEWSLETTER

May’s newsletter had been received.  Copies of the procedures for dealing with planning applications were requested by all Councillors.

Members agreed that a letter in support of maintaining fire control locally be sent to the office of the Deputy Prime Minster as requested in the newsletter.

47.
BOUNDARY COMMISSION – FINAL RECOMMENDATIONS – ELECTORAL REVIEW OF GCC


Members noted the recommendation that Gloucestershire County Council should have 63 Councillors representing 53 divisions but there should be no charges to division boundaries.

48.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP – COMMUNITY STRATEGY FOR GLOUCESTERSHIRE


Members noted a copy of this strategy is held in the office.

49.
GCC – ENVIRONMENT – RE BUS SHELTERS


Notice of grants available for 2004/5 for bus shelters had been received.  The clerk was instructed to complete the form in relation to the Coalway bus shelter.

50.
FODDC – LOCAL PLAN MODIFICATIONS – REVIEW AND OBJECTION FORM


Members noted that the District Council had issued a notice of intention to adopt and propose modifications to the Forest of Dean Local Plan.  Objections must be made by 5th July to the District Council.

51.
FODDC – FOREST SHOWCASE – 6th JUNE


The Showcase would be held on 6th June at Speech House.

52.
LOCAL COUNCILS UPDATE – MAY


The copy held on file was noted.

53.
WINGED FELLOWSHIP TRUST – RE DONATION


The clerk was instructed to advise the Fellowship that their request for funding would be put to the appropriate meeting in December.

54.
FOREST BRASS – RE DONATION


Forest of Dean Brass Band had written requesting a donation towards costs for the Band to compete in the National Finals of the Brass Band Championships, representing the West of England.  £3000 was required to fund the trip in Harrogate in September.


Councillor R Phelps proposed that a donation of £200 towards the trip be made.  Councillor N Penny seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed.


The clerk was instructed to write to the Band offering use of the Clock Tower area for the Band to play and raise funds.

55.
MRS P DE VOS – THANK YOU


Mrs De Vos had written to thank the Council for the work to restore her daughters grave after damage by vandals.

56.
DANCING THROUGH THE DEAN – REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF GRANT MONIES


The Steering Group had written requesting the release of £250 of the agreed funding towards the central costs.


Councillor R Phelps proposed that this money be released was seconded by Councillor N Penny and unanimously agreed.

57.
MORRIS WEEKEND – 12th JUNE


Permission was requested for groups of Morris Dancers to dance at the Clock Tower on 12th June.  Members were happy to give permission.

58.
COPY LETTER – FROM ODPM TO DIANA ORGAN MP


The letter advised that restrictions on travel allowances to co-opted members of the Council was an error which would be rectified in the near future. 

59.
GCC – RECORDS OF TOWN AND PARISH COUNCILS MEETINGS


Guidelines regarding keeping and depositing of parish records were on file.

60.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE CRIME REDUCTION – JUNIOR CITIZENSHIP


The 2004 Junior Citizenship safety event will be held between 14th – 21st June.  Members are invited to attend any session.

61.
COLEFORD CHRISTIAN AID – THANKS


Mrs H Lusty had written to thank the Council for allowing the Coleford Committee to use the Clock Tower area.  £321 had been raised.

62.
FODDC – ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 2004/09 – CONSULTATION DOCUMENT – JULY 30th 


Members noted the receipt of the document and the response date.

63.
MEMBERS REPORTS


Councillor N Penny requested permission to use the Council Chamber for financial administration during the Music Festival.  All members were in agreement to this.


Councillor Mrs J Baynham had attended Bream Health Forum where concerns had been raised regarding disability access at Gloucester Station and lack of exit to Great Western Road from Platform 4.

Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin reported that she had attended a Gloucestershire Playing Fields Association meeting as a GAPTC member where the lack of funding was a major issue.  The Association will be asking parishes to make donations to its funds.  Feedback from the GAPTC Conference earlier in the year, which Councillor Mrs Allaway-Martin and Councillor Mrs S Merrikin had attended, was well received.


Councillor J Shaw advised that an Annual General Meeting of the Farmers Market was to be held.  If no co-ordinator comes forward then the market will close. 


Councillor Mrs S Merrikin reported that a KGV meeting had agreed that the contracts for football teams be increased by 3% on last years figures and that new contracts would be amended to allow for the club’s deposits to roll on from season to season.  Work was urgently required to the goalmouths of the main football pitch which needed more topsoil and re-seeding.  The football clubs had asked for permission to play friendly matches and a 6-a-side tournament to raise funds.  A temporary licence to serve alcohol would be obtained by a local premises if members agreed.


All members were in agreement with the arrangements for the 6-a-side tournament and the clerk was instructed to attend to the work on the football pitch.


The meeting was extended to 9.15pm on a proposal by Councillor C Elsmore and unanimously agreed.


Councillor R Phelps advised that the bench outside the KGV pavilion had been completely vandalised and the wooden seat burnt.  The Cricket Club had offered to repair it and only place it outside during matches.  The small goals had been thrown into the side of the field.  A sign was required for the front door to remind users of the need to ensure all services are switched off before leaving.

Councillor D Atherley had attended the Police Consultative Meeting where issues raised included: the frequency of accidents at Mile End cross roads, police not attending parish council meetings, the police precept increasing because of additional unfunded work from the government.

Councillor C Elsmore reported on the Gloucestershire County Council transport plan for 2006/10 which included looking at ways to ease congestion into Gloucester and a suggested Park and Ride scheme at Highnam.

Councillor M Weston referred to the still unlit new lights in Mushet Walk.  The clerk was instructed to again contact Clive Bath to establish the current position regarding connections.

Councillor N Penny proposed an extension to the meeting until 9.20pm.

Councillor N Penny referred to the possibility of a bylaw to prohibit street drinking.  Investigations into the way to progress this and the gain support of the other Forest towns was necessary.

The Mayor, Mrs J Marrott thanked Councillors for their efforts to ensure that the repairs to the damaged culvert in Newland Street were carried out to the satisfaction of the Council.

64.
IN COMMITTEE REPORTS


The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott proposed a further extension of the meeting until 9.35pm.


Councillor N Penny reported that earlier in the day he had noticed that contractors working for the District Council were tipping grass cuttings from the Sunnybank area, on the verge owned by the District Council in Old Station Way.  The contractors expected to tip approximately 5 tons of cuttings in total and were using Old Station Way on the instructions of a District Council officer.  The clerk had spoken with the District Council, the Technical Services Manager was unavailable and the recycling team knew nothing about the tipping.  The clerk would follow this up.  


The clerk had been advised by residents in Kingsmeade that a large high mound of rubble from the Lords Hill Gate development had now been placed near some of the bungalows.  The District Council had informed the clerk that this was only temporary as most would be used when building a wall for the new development.  The District Council would be monitoring the situation.

65.
ACCOUNTS

2281 Shane Ball Gardening Services – May




193.67

2282 Forest of Dean District Council





114.00

2283 Skip-it








  50.00

2284 Severn Trent Water – Clock Tower




  15.56

2285 Playground Management Ltd – safety check and Risk Analysis
  90.48

2286 Severn Trent Water – office





  37.83

2287 R J Contracting – KGV checks





364.25

2288 Monmouthshire County Council – Milkwall repairs


  50.53

2289 OfficeStar – stationery






  47.27

2290 University of Gloucestershire




          1070.00

2291 Allianz Cornhill – Insurance 




          3363.17

2292 GAPTC – membership





          1248.68

2293 Severn Fuels Ltd – oil KGV





133.88

2294 Herefordshire Fire Protection





  50.76

2295 Ernest Heal and Sons – bin emptying




  70.50

2296 Central Plumbing and Installations – ball valves and shower heads
195.20

2297 C Wilkins – salary May






775.77

2298 V Mitchell – salary May




           1136.91

2299 Gloucestershire County Council – Pension Fund


401.76

2300 Inland Revenue – salaries May





227.82

2301 Petty Cash







200.00

2302 C Wilkins – reimbursement for flag




  92.24 

2303 Dancing through the Dean – release of funds



250.00

2304 S Merrikin – travelling expenses




  13.20

INCOME

High Interest Account

10/05/04 Gross Credit Interest





222.18

27/05/04 Norwich Union Monthly Income




  10.11

Current Account

13/05/04 Ernest Heal & Sons (Pickett/Haworth/Miles/Haworth/Pickett)
712.00

20/05/04 Ernest Heal & Sons (Morgan/Phipps/Thomas)


730.00

28/05/04 Sundry Credit – (Purchase of Plot – Badman)


140.00

There being no other business, the Mayor closed the meeting at 9.28pm
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